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Paleoindian Sites in the Munsungun Lake 
Region, Northern Maine 
RoBsoN BoNNICHSEN 

The Munsungun Lake region of north-central Maine, located approximately 
35 km north of Baxter State Park is yielding new evidence important for 
understanding the initial colonization of northern New England. Three seasons 
of archaeological survey and testing ( 1977-1979) and four years of excavation 
( 1980-1983) by University of Maine at Orono research teams have resulted 
in the definition of significant lithic source region where prehistoric hunters 
and gatherers came to acquire stone for manufacturing tools. In northern New 
England and the adjacent Canadian provinces, fine-grained raw materials 
suitable for flaking are a limited resource with a finite distribution. Apparent­
ly, the northeast to southwest trending Munsungun Lake Formation was an 
important factor that attracted human populations to this area since the end 
of the last ice age. Fine-grained cherts, wackes, and volcanics have a wide range 
of colors (red, green, gray, black, or combinations of the above) motteling, 
banding, and textures. 

Archaeological surveys netted over 100 sites and three centers of activity in 
this densely-wooded remote mountainous area. Clusters of quarry and 
workshop-habitation sites occur at Round Mountain Pond, at Mooseleuk Lake 
and Munsungun and Chase lakes. Quarries, where raw materials were extracted 
from bedrock, occur either at outcrops or as pit mines excavated into bedrock. 
Early stages of core and biface reduction are commonly found at these sites. 
By contrast, workshop-habitation sites occur along modern and ancient ter­
races, on lake and kame terraces, and on benches associated with glacial 
spillways between basins. 

Particularly important for understantjing the Munsungun Lake area is a 
bedrock divide separating Munsungun and Chase lakes. This section of land 
known as the Thoroughfare is covered with surficial deposits of till and terrace 
gravels. Excavations have demonstrated the occurrence of workshop-habitation 
sites on seven separate but adjacent landforms, representing the Ceramic to 
Paleoindian periods. Interestingly, Paleoindian sites occur only on kame ter­
races and benches 14 m or more above current pool level of Munsungun Lake, 
and only two of the kame terrace sites have been thoroughly investigated. The 
Fluted Point site (154-14) occurs on the Munsungun side of the Thoroughfare 
and the Windy City site ( 154-16) occurs on the Chase Lake side of the 14 m 
terrace. The Fluted Point site covers an extensive area involving approximately 
3,000 m2

, but the Windy City site covers no more than 3�00 m2 and is clearly 
a single occupation site. Twenty-four two m2 units were excavated at 154-14 
while only 11 two m2 units were excavated at 154-16. The artifact inventory 
from these sites is similar but not identical. Tools are predominately made from 
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black, black-and-gray banded, and red-and-green mottled cherts. Judging from 
tools recovered (fluted points, end scrapers, spurred end scrapers, gouges, pieces 
esquilles, backed flake knifes, and numerous utilized flake tools) tool kits were 
stocked at these locations. In addition, the high frequency of utilized flakes 
and worn end scrapers suggest other manufacturing or subsistence activites 
occurred. Only one cultural feature was found, a hearth at 154-16. Charcoal 
has been submitted for radiocarbon dating. We presently suspect human oc­
cupation occurred at these kame terrace sites when glacial ice was still in the 
Chase and Munsungun basins. However, this will not be known until the 
radiocarbon results are available and can be related to the dated pollen diagram 
from Chase Lake. If this scenario is also supported by geomorphological research 
now in progress, the proposition can be advanced that initial colonization of 
this region occurred under periglacial environmental conditions. 
















































































































































































