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Th is  semester  beg ins  a  mul t i -part  webinar  ser ies  focused on how Heal th  Humani t ies  
can engage the  s tor ies  emerg ing  f rom the  COVID-19 pandemic .  Fa l l  2020 wi l l  focus  on 
the  s tor ies  and exper iences  of  f ront l ine  workers .  Speakers  wi l l  address  such topics  
as  t ra in ing  cha l lenges  in  the  hea l th  profess ions ,  emot ional  and phys ica l  burnout ,  
and pr ior i t ies  in  pat ient  care  dur ing  a  t ime of  cr is is .  We wi l l  d iscuss  the  ro le  of  
shar ing  and l i s ten ing  to  s tor ies  in  understanding  these  issues .

Throughout  the  pandemic ,  doctors ,  nurses  and other  hea l thcare  workers  were  
ce lebrated as  "heroes" .  Th is  form of  address  came even as  those  same heal thcare  
workers  fe l t  needless ly  endangered by  precar ious  work ing  condi t ions .  The 
metaphor ic  f ramework  of  pandemic  as  war  resu l ted in  va lor izat ion ,  but  a lso  in  the  
ro l l  ca l l s  of  the  fa l len .  Dr .  Goya l  wi l l  exp lore  the  narrat ive  and d iscurs ive  
poss ib i l i t ies  afforded by  the  idea  of  the  hero  in  the  set t ing  of  mora l  in jury  and 
inst i tut ional  betraya l .


